
 

 

Senator (senators name here), 
 
       As a career firefighter in N.J. I am deeply concerned about what  Governor 
Christie and Senator Sweeney are proposing in the current budget bill. The fiscal crisis in 
N.J. should not be used as an excuse to run roughshod over the hard working men and 
women that have diligently served this state. Attempting to balance the budget on our 
backs is wrong. It is bad policy to expect us to absorb the rising healthcare cost in this 
state when other steps could  be taken first. An example of this would be to allow out of 
state health insurance companies to compete in N.J. For example, a 25-year old man in 
highly-regulated New Jersey  would have a policy cost more than $5,000 annually  
while the same person can be covered with a policy that costs only about $1,500 in 
lightly-regulated Iowa or Kansas. In addition to purchasing  policies across state lines, 
enable us to purchase health insurance at the same tax advantage basis that a company 
can buy it. 
        Of course the health insurance companies are lobbying hard to keep this from 
happening but this is about doing what is right. I have illustrated a possible fix to our 
rising healthcare costs and whether or not it is a workable solution can be debated. In 
times as bad as these we need your leadership more than ever. As a voter I expect my 
government to do what is fair and honest. When the legislative process is bogged down 
by its own self interest it becomes corrupt. This corruption hurts us all. Again, I ask that 
you find better ways to solve the rising healthcare costs than by just making us pay more. 
You can not always expect the end user to carry the whole load. The middle class is 
already taking it hard and we can not take anymore. 
 
 

 
 

Sincerely, 
(your name here) 


