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        Politicians have an ability to divide people. You can see this happening in N.J. 
and all across the nation. They have the podium and the use of eloquent speech. They 
always seem to control the argument and get the last word. The newspapers and local 
television stations cower in fear that they will not get their funding from the government 
so they “play nice” and accept what is essentially a gag order. Once they have the people 
divided they then swoop in on each segmented group and promise everything they can to 
make their lives better. This now small , voiceless , insecure and battered group puts all 
of their faith and hope into the promises that they hear. They want to believe that they are 
safe with this politician because safety and security is one of the basic and essential needs 
of humanity. Politicians know this and they exploit it regularly. How else can wealthy 
representatives who are smaller in number compared to the middle class , manage and 
administer over such a large and diverse group of people. If our elected officials can 
affect our most primal and basic needs to their will ; then they have taken the most 
undesirable challenge of having to work hard off the table. By working hard I mean they 
can find solutions to our problems that help us all in a fair way. Great leaders have the 
ability to bring people together not tear them apart and pit them against each other. They 
would search out and find the common ground to bring everyone together as Americans 
and as brothers and sisters. The real challenge and where the hard work is to be found 
entirely lies is in this idea.  
       Humanity is capable of compassion and we can all help each other instead of 
playing this game of losers where our fellow Americans are forced indignities while 
others are treated like royalty. Our politicians have an overwhelming and enormous 
amount of social and economical problems on their plate. Legislation of one kind can 
have a dizzying effect that ripples through the very fabric of our society creating more 
harm then good. This is what conservatives refer to as big government meddling. On the 
other hand , no legislation or regulation and a constant laissez faire attitude allows 
lawbreakers to operate unimpeded and get rich off the backs of the hard workers in our 
country. What are these politicians to do? Its already a huge undertaking the way it is 
right now. But the system is dysfunctional. It hurts while it helps. It creates stability and 
instability at the same time while it ignores underlying problems. In the next presidential 
campaign listen to what the candidates say. They always avoid the real problems like 
corruption, poverty , crime, drug abuse and homelessness  to name a few and stay far 
away from the dirt that can get their polished images tarnished. I find it ironic that the 
First Lady Michelle Obama has taken on the challenge of childhood obesity while 16.7 
million children are living in poverty all across this country*. Most Americans (51.4%) 
will live in poverty at some point before age 65*. Yes , childhood obesity is an issue (12 
million affected)** that must be addressed. But what it looks to me is that poverty is too 
big and too much to tackle. It requires very hard work that our leaders do not want to 
commit to. If childhood obesity is not cured with government programs its failure can be 
blamed on the parents and upbringing of the children rather than on the politicians. But 
by bringing notice to the subject of poverty , politicians open up a can of worms and shed 



 

 

light on what is basically a fundamental failure of our current system. If unable to remedy 
the problem the politicians can not blame anyone but themselves and risk losing their 
office. If they make the necessary changes to our system to alleviate  poverty they would 
spend money differently than now. Instead of the money going to government contracts 
and bureaucracies it would go to feeding and housing people. They would loose their 
support from the wealthy class and risk losing their office. See what I mean….its hard 
work and tough choices.  I also find it ironic that banks, oil conglomerates, insurance 
companies , pharmaceutical companies and Wall St. are reporting huge profits while the 
poor of our country are being vilified and called bottom feeders. Social welfare programs 
are being slashed or entirely cut out while corporation tax breaks ( corporate welfare) are 
being generously gifted to multi-national corporations that have no allegiance to this 
country. I find it ironic that some taxpayers find this corporate welfare to be acceptable 
while believing that social welfare is “just giving away free money to people that do not 
deserve”.  
       While our insecurities continue to deepen from  deflation , inflation , stagflation 
(obviously not all at the same time) unemployment and a declining dollar, our leaders 
find it harder and harder to convey some sort of logical remedy. So they turn our 
insecurities outward and beyond our borders toward a greater fear and worse enemy. 
Terrorism and Islamic fundamentalism  and the whole list of isms are constantly held 
over us just the same as the fear of nuclear destruction was ingrained into the American 
subconscious during the cold war. These fears are beyond the grasp of a public who is in 
constant worry about saving their jobs and having healthcare and social security or 
pensions. All issues become too large and many to logically deal with. The fear grips the 
public and immobilizes. The nation of Homeland Security is rife with insecurity and 
unable to cope we put more faith and power into our leaders hands. This only feeds into a 
self-fulfilling downward spiral. As trillions and trillions of dollars are spent on costly 
wars the interior of our country is eroding away. The printing of vast amounts of dollars 
is stealthily leaching wealth away from bottom bracket taxpayers . As this erosion 
worsens the powerfully backed and well financed elite continue to close more doors to 
us. They ensnare our imaginations and our highest levels of critical thinking by 
controlling the argument and force us to operate from the most primal levels of fear in 
our being. We can only react. With no critical thought, we the people, the masses , the 
poor & middle class are effectively rendered subdued. With constant fear all around us 
our best and greatest tool , imagination cannot flourish , and without imagination we can 
not envision new and better ways to solve problems. We fall into the hands of the 
“deciders”. We fall into their lull of promises and step in time to their tune. We become a 
herd that can be poked and prodded and on election day a vote for their re-election.  
       This is not how I see us. Our situation is not that sad yet. But it appears that this is 
what we are becoming. When I see peaceful protests all across the country and like 
minded people joining together to resist , I believe that we are on the right track. But the 
reality does exist that we can fall off the track easier than it is to stay on. It takes a 
constant vigilance to stay upright. With those who decide for us now becoming takers 
from us they show what track they really want us to be on. They want us on a track to 
nowhere, to loss, to abandonment without hope. But, its not the track that we choose to be 
on. In this country we do have choice. We can make our country strong again by making 
the right choices and prove to ourselves and the world that America is the best. By 



 

 

allowing the politicians to control the argument we fall into their trap. We must expand 
our critical thinking past the confines of this controlled argument. This can only be done 
in certain ways. I can name three ways to do this but there are probably many more that 
one can add to this list. 
       First, Americans have to realize how important it is to understand history. If the 
majority of the population knew enough history , this alone would  actually be enough to 
make informed decisions for the rest of our lives. It has been said many times that 
Americans are extremely deficient in their knowledge of history and is a major reason 
why there is a lack of cohesive understanding of current events. When one can reference 
a moment in our past and hold it in context to our present day problems and apply critical 
thinking and imagination at the same time, then good decisions can be made. We can 
allow the politicians to promise all they want. They can go on all day with their  
speeches that are written for them by a professional speech writer. But, while they smile 
and speak of days of victory and might in some attempt to tug on our emotions and to 
draw us into their fold, history will guide us. If they lied in the past then they will lie to us 
now and in the future. If they did good in the past then its conceivable they will do good 
in the future. It’s pretty cut and dry. A politician always has a track record and with the 
internet you can easily look up how they voted in the past. That’s history. History books 
are factual documentations that give us a clear and unobstructed view of the past world. 
Hindsight is 20/20. In a world of constant uncertainty it becomes a relief to know that 
history is a useful tool in our decision making process. In actuality if one does not 
understand history then one can not make a good decision in confidence. Its just luck at 
that point.  
       Second, we must learn to value REAL role models and heroes. Not the ones that 
the movies and the media try to make you appreciate but ones that we can truly relate to 
on a genuine level. We are surrounded by many of them and none are in politics , on TV , 
in magazines or playing in sports. They are your neighbors your friends and your family 
members. They are doctors, nurses, policemen, firemen, teachers, steel workers and 
farmers. The list goes on and on.  People who work hard everyday with little or no 
recognition. They could be your friend who runs his or her own business working 70 hrs 
a week and somehow still finds time to spend with their kids and family and volunteer in 
community affairs.. Or a family member who is warm and friendly and so giving of 
themselves and is strong and resilient in the face of sickness or handicap. We can look in 
the mirror and see ourselves and be our own heroes. We can feel good that we do right 
everyday of our lives and not feel ashamed of ourselves and that we do not deserve 
better. Yes, you will hear a politician say the same thing to you , but then the next day he 
will vote to take away your means to provide for your family. He doesn’t believe in us. 
Otherwise, if he did ,he would help us not hurt us. Perhaps he has the wrong hero or role 
model in mind. Not Gandhi, or Martin Luther King or the poverty stricken Americans 
who still shows up at 4th of July parades with little American flags in their hands. I’m not 
sure who their heroes are even if they have any at all. What I am sure of, is that 
Americans have to change their values of what a real hero or role model is. If a man can 
win in the last seconds of a sporting event but then behaves immorally when he leaves the 
court he really shouldn’t be a role model. If a politician served bravely on the battlefield 
but then votes in a way to make his rich friends richer while hurting others then he is not 
a hero. Heroes and role models should inspire others to do right and help the world. Their 



 

 

self sacrifice should be seen as great strength. When we hail liars and greedy , immoral 
individuals as heroes we do a disservice to the real heroes in our world.   
       Third and last, Americans need to stick together. We need to help and support 
those that are in need not those who need more. We must vote together and unify in one 
voice and when the richest , wealthiest  people refuse to hear us, we must scream on the 
top of our lungs. If we work together and share the fight together then we can get our 
point across. Being wealthy is fine. I hope that one day we all can be as wealthy as 
possible. It’s also a sad fact but there will always be those who are unfortunate and have 
nothing and live in impossible conditions. It would be unrealistic to believe in some 
utopian society where we all live perfect lives and have all our needs met. But we can do 
better than this. If we can all be accountable and make our government more accountable 
then we can protect all of our fellow Americans. We can start to have real conversations 
that deal with real problems. When morality is the rule not the exception and white collar 
crime is seen as insidious and destructive as inner city crime our nation will thrive. But if 
our nation stays on this course and the sleeping giant does not wake up, then this game of 
losers will finish playing out and the final roll of the dice may come up SNAKE EYES. 
 
*Statistic taken from www.bread.org 
** Statistic taken from http://www.med.umich.edu/yourchild/topics/obesity.htm 
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